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SUBJECT: MAKARIOS' COMMENTS IN ATHENS ON NEED FOR EARLY CYPRUS 
SOLUTION 

1 . SUMMARY: CYPRIOT PRESIDENT ARCHBISHOP MAKARIOS ARRIVED 
IN ATHENS YESTERDAY (JUNE 16) FOR CONSULTATIONS WITH PRIME 
MINISTER CARAMANLIS AND OTHERS ON THE CYPRUS QUESTION. 

SPEAKING AT THE AIRPORT ON HIS ARRIVAL THE CYPRIOT LEADER 
SAID THAT HE EXPECTED THE NEXT FEW MONTHS TO BE "DECISIVE" 

FOR CYPRUS AND THAT DEVELOPMENT WOULD BECOME BETTER KNOWN 
SHORTLY. END SUMMARY. 

2. MAKARIOS STOPPED IN ATHENS EN ROUTE BACK TO NICOSIA 
FROM THE COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE. HE WAS MET BY PRIME 
MINISTER CARAMANLIS AND OTHER SENIOR GREEK LEADERS. IN AN 
ARRIVAL STATEMENT THE ARCHBISHOP SAID DEVELOPMENTS CONCERNING 
WITH THE GOG NECESSARY. HE NOTED THAT FOLLOWING THE 

TURKISH ELECTIONS IT WAS POSSIBLE THAT "FRIENDLY 

COUNTRIES" WOULD TAKE INITIATIVES IN THE FORM OF MEDIATION OR 
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THE OFFER OF OFFICES IN FINDING A SOLUTION. SUCH 
INITIATIVES WERE WELCOME, HE CONTINUED, FROM WHOMEVER AND 
WHATEVER SOURCE. PROVIDED THEY DID NOT REPLACE THE UN AND 
THE CYPRUS QUESTION DID NOT LOSE ITS INTERNATIONAL 
CHARACTER. ACKNOWLEDGING THE DIFFICULTY OF FORECASTING THE 
FUTURE COURSE OF EVENTS ON CYPRUS. THE ARCHBISHIP EXPRESSED 
THE HOPE THAT THE NEW TURKISH GOVERNMENT WOULD DEMONSTRATE 
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A SPIRIT OF GOOD WILL SO THAT AN AGREEMENT COULD BE FOUND, 

STRESSING THE 'COMING MONTHS" WOULD BE "VERY DECISIVE" FOR THE 
FUTURE OF THE ISLAND. 

3. RESPONDING TO QUESTIONS, MAKARIOS REFUTED THE SUGGESTION 
THAT THE GOC WOULD ADOPT A NEW POLICY LINE ON THE CYPRUS 
QUESTION. HE SAID THAT SHORTLY NEW OFFORTS DIRECTED TOWARDS 
A SOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM WILL BECOME CLEARER. HOWEVER, HE 
WARNED, IF A SETTLEMENT IS NOT ACHIEVED BY THE END OF 1977, 

THE CYPRUS QUESTION WOULD NOT BE SOLVED FOR "MANY YEARS." 

IN REPLY TO A QUESTION AS TO THE ROLE OF BRITAIN, THE 
ARCHBISHOP COMMENTED THAT IT COULD ASSIST EITHER UNILATERALLY 
OR AS A MEMBER OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY, BUT HE DID NOT 
BELIEVE ITS ASSISTANCE COULD TAKE THE FORM OF "INTERVENTION" IN 
CYPRUS. IN CONCLUSION, MAKARIOS REMARKED THAT WHIL THE GOG AND THE 
GOC MIGHT DIFFER ON CERTAIN ISSUES, THEY WERE IN FULL ACCORD 

ON THE CYPRUS QUESTION. 

4. THE ARCHBISHOP WILL REMAIN IN ATHENS UNTIL 
SUNDAY. WHILE HE IS HERE HE WILL CONFER WITH CARAMANLIS 
AND OTHER GREEK POLITICAL LEADERS, AND RECEIVE AN HONORARY 
DEGREE FROM THE PANTIOS SCHOOL OF POLITICAL SCIENCE. 

KUBISCH 
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